
7th & 8th Grade Elective Course Descriptions 

3d Design and Modeling (7th and  8th grade) 

Students discover the design process and develop an understanding of the influence of creativity and innovation in their lives. 

They are then challenged and empowered to use and apply what they’ve learned throughout the unit to design a therapeutic 

toy for a child who has cerebral palsy.   https://www.pltw.org/our-programs/pltw-gateway-curriculum#curriculum-1 

Art  

Art students develop abilities to visualize and imagine through critical-thinking sketchbook explorations and summative 

projects. We cultivate integration of right and left hemispheres through sequential lessons taught through a variety of media, 

including drawing, painting, ceramics, illustration and graphic design.  Student artwork is exhibited on campus and in local public 

venues such as the Alliance for the Arts, and featured on the school news.  

 

AVID** 

AVID is a college readiness program designed to support and assist students in developing skills they need to be successful in 

college. The program places special emphasis on writing, critical thinking, teamwork, organization, and reading. The mission of 

AVID is to close the achievement gap by preparing all students for college readiness and success in a global society. 

 

Band – Intro to Music 

Classes are for students at all levels of performance ability, no experience necessary!  Sixth grade students start in Beginning 

Band (Band 1) where they will choose an instrument to study for the entire school year. They will begin to learn about music and 

how to read music throughout the year.   

 

Book Battle 

Students will read the Sunshine State Standard books and have opportunities to discuss the content of the books.  Some 

students will also be selected to be on the school Book Battle Team. 

 

Creative Writing 

Through this class students will have the opportunity to explore a variety of writing techniques and expression through writing.  

Students will deepen their writing skills and develop the ability to express emotions and thoughts in words on paper. 

 

Chorus 

Students learn and perform music of various genres:  Pop, Classical, R&B (Rhythm and Blues), Country, Gospel, 

Christmas/Holiday and Broadway/Musicals.  The purpose and focus is in three areas:  First, to introduce and to incorporate basic 

vocal techniques that each student can use in the development of his/her own personal voice. Second, is for each 

student/participant to learn specific songs to add to their personal repertoire and to the Choir’s repertoire and third, the focus, 

which is public performance.   

 

Codesters (7th grade only)  

Python is the fastest-growing major programming language, and Codesters is a learning platform to teach students to program 

in Python. With Codesters, students will learn to code by creating fun and engaging projects. Students will also learn how to use 

Codesters to create games in Python. Students will have the chance to earn up to four (4) industry certifications in areas such as 

gaming essentials, web design, multimedia, cybersecurity and more.  

Dance  

The objective of this class is to expose students to the fundamentals of different styles of dance and exercise at the beginner 

level. Dance styles include but are not limited to:  Jazz, Modern, Hip Hop, and Salsa. We will discuss the foundation of 

movement in different styles of dance, as well as some Dance History. Class progress will be measured by quizzes/tests, skills 

tests, and participation. 

https://www.pltw.org/our-programs/pltw-gateway-curriculum#curriculum-1


 

Current Events/Debate 

Students will read and debate current events through verbal and written work.  They will have the opportunity to discuss how 

what is happening locally and globally is or could impact their education or world around them. 

 

JROTC  

The Junior Leadership Program offers the students an outstanding opportunity to learn in a structured environment. This 

program emphasizes leadership development, positive self-esteem, teamwork and responsible patriotic citizenship.  Students 

are taught professional courtesy, respect, discipline, and basic leadership traits. The curriculum is full of fun, engaging, and 

challenging activities and will expose students to a variety of experiences designed to help them grow. Strong emphasis is 

placed on honesty, values, self-discipline, physical fitness and the desire to graduate from middle school and go onto high 

school. 

 

Microsoft Office Certification (7th and 8th grade)  

Demonstrate that you have the skills needed to get the most out of Office by earning Microsoft Office Specialist (MOS) 

certification in specific Office programs. Earn the bundle by completing certifications in three (3) separate Office programs 

(Word, Excel and Power Point) by the end of the 2019-20 school year. For students, MOS boosts academic performance and 

preps them for college and career.  

 

Mock Trial 

Mock Trial is a class that unveils the foundation of the judicial branch and looks at the trial process through analysis and 

application. Student will read a case file and analyze then argue the facts of the case in a Mock Trial. Mock Trial is not for the 

faint of heart and requires a lot of reading and analytical thinking skills.  

 

Odyssey of the Mind 

For more than thirty years, this unique program has helped teachers generate excitement in their students. Odyssey 

of the Mind teaches students how to think in different ways by providing open-ended problems that appeal to a wide 

range of interests. Students learn how to identify challenges and to think creatively to solve those problems. They are 

free to express their ideas and suggestions without fear of criticism. The creative problem-solving process rewards 

thinking beyond the box.  http://odysseyofthemind.com/p/ 

 

Psychology (7th and 8th grade) 

Students will have the opportunity explore their own learning style and interactions with others.  They will also learn how their 

behaviors affect others and how what they do can make the greatest impact with someone or something else.  All of this is 

through the student of the brain and psychology. 

 

Physical Education 

Challenges students to be their best physically, mentally and socially throughout the year. Health and wellness topics are 

integrated within the physical education curriculum.  We are particularly proud of our rigorous district-sponsored fitness 

program.  

 

Random Acts of Kindness 

The objective of this course is to inspire and empower students with kindness skills that will result in authentic expressions of 

kindness in the form of community service and social action.   

 

 

http://odysseyofthemind.com/p/creative-problem-solving-process/
http://odysseyofthemind.com/p/


Robotics (7th and 8th grade) 

Robotics is a Project Lead The Way (PLTW) class that is transformative learning experiences for PreK-12 students in more than 

11,500 schools nationwide. Their cutting edge curriculum empowers students to solve real-world challenges through engaging 

and hands-on learning projects. PLTW’s courses have been updated with rigorous new lessons implementing both VEX EDR and 

VEX IQ, ensuring that students will run the full gamut of robotics, from design, to building, to programming.  

 

Spanish 

The Spanish language comes alive through a technology-focused curriculum and a variety of modalities including dance, drama, 

music, games and multimedia presentations. Students will participate in culinary and karaoke events and have opportunities to 

perform in district language competitions as well as Multicultural Day. 

 

STEM – Medical Detectives 

Provide students a unique way of learning about the world around them. A variety of methods allow for interaction, 

investigation, engagement and self-understanding. For Environmental, the first semester and sometimes beyond is dedicated to 

growing a food garden while intertwining this with information about the Earth and the people who inhabit it. Life Stem is 

broken down into 4 categories: Human Anatomy, Ecology, Astronomy and Medical Terminology and Disease. These subjects are 

taught through many hands on activities, projects and labs.  

 

Technology  

Emphasizes proper typing techniques, reasonable speed and accuracy. Students are introduced to the many careers and career 

clusters that will allow them to make informed choices beyond high school. This course increases self-awareness and helps 

develop the skills needed to successfully plan for postsecondary education and/or the workplace. 

 

Theater 

Theater is a wonderful experience for those with experience or those who are just curious. With a single course in our program 

a student will gain fundamental skills and knowledge that will help them understand what it takes to make it in theatre.  

 

TV Production  

TV Production allows students to see what it takes to produce a daily news show. A typical show format includes news from the 

community, school news, weather and sports. Daily features include student art, vocabulary and positive thoughts. Students 

rotate through each production and on-camera positions for a hands-on experience in television journalism and media arts. 

 

 

https://www.pltw.org/experience-pltw/school-locator
https://www.pltw.org/experience-pltw/school-locator

